From the Desk of Mayor Daniel L. Bell

March/April 2011 News Letter 

Dear Citizens:

A special congratulation goes out to Taylor Mill resident Nancy Krallman who was honored at a banquet held on February 22, 2011 at the Walton Senior Citizen’s Facility.  The event was sponsored and hosted by the Journal News Newspaper for the purpose of honoring outstanding citizens from the communities of Taylor Mill, Independence, and Walton.  Nancy, who is a member of our Recreation Committee and a dedicated volunteer to many other organizations within our community was voted “Citizen of the Year” for Taylor Mill. Congratulations Nancy your volunteerism is greatly appreciated and your honor well deserved!

In my last letter to the residents I indicated that the Taylor Mill City Commission was working on some aesthetic changes to our community in conjunction with the re-construction of KY 16 from 1-275 to just South of the entrance to the Taylor Creek Subdivision.  These improvements involve the installation of underground utilities; decorative streetscape lighting; decorate streetscape fixtures, such as traffic signals, trash cans, benches, and pedestrian crosswalks; the installation of landscaped medians with some irrigation plans for ease of maintenance when possible; the installation of new gateway features to include signage; and the construction of a turn lane to support a portion of our planned business district.  We are pleased to inform you that Lonkard Construction was recently hired to begin a portion of the project with work commencing over the course of the next 2 weeks.  The timeline for the completion of Phase 1 of the underground utility project will be in June of this year but overall reconstruction work will last for an approximate period of 2 years, thus anticipated completion is June 2013.  Future phases of KY 16 are pending funding by State Legislators, and as more information becomes available we will endeavor to keep you informed.

On April 7, 2011 a public meeting was hosted by the counties of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell at Dixie Heights High School to discuss 911 Dispatching Services and the concept of having a study performed to analyze the pros and cons of having one (1) Regional Dispatch Center.  In the interim, newly elected Judge Executive Steve Arlinghaus has proposed that Kenton County provides a single 911 call center for the entire county.  Myself and the other members of the Taylor Mill City Commission support Judge Executive Arlinghaus’ effort to bring the 911 dispatch center together.  Currently, there are three (3) dispatch centers in Kenton County – Covington, Erlanger, and Kenton County – with Taylor Mill Police and Fire/EMS Departments utilizing the dispatching services of Kenton County along with the City of Independence and the Kenton County Police Department.  Safety of emergency responders, enhanced services to our citizenry, and overall cost savings are key components of this effort.   

In case you were not aware the City of Taylor Mill’s Administration Department is constantly seeking grant funding from state and federal agencies on a variety of endeavors, and we are proud to inform you that we have a grant writer on staff. Mike Robke, our Assistant City Administrator, is in charge of seeking out grants and submitting applications on our behalf to insure that we make the most of the various funding resources available to us.  Mike, who also serves as City Treasurer, has done a super job and we commend him on his efforts.  Some of the grant applications submitted in 2011 include: sidewalk funding for construction of sidewalks on existing Taylor Mill Road/KY 16; funding via the Law Enforcement Protection Program for the acquisition of weapons and holsters for our police officers; and Recreation Grant Funding for the development of a Gazebo Garden and new Amphitheater to enhance Pride Park. 

My hats off to Chief Knauf and the Taylor Mill Police Department for fostering a real community effort to enhance police work in Taylor Mill.  As we all know it takes community members and the police department working together as a team to effectively reduce crime and apprehend criminals. A recent example of this is when a resident (acting as the eyes and ears of the police) noticed suspicious activity going on in and around a vacant home in the community took action by calling 911, providing  a detailed description of the suspects and their whereabouts while the crime was in progress. Our police force arrived at the scene and apprehended two suspects. Another suspect was apprehended due to a quick phone call from Officer Holstein to the resident witness during which it was ultimately revealed that there was a third suspect in the area that was still on the loose. This information caused Taylor Mill Police to continue the search and they eventually located the third suspect hiding in shrubbery nearby.  Great work by both our citizens and the Taylor Mill PD!

The FIRE/EMS Department is actively revamping our Commercial Property Plans associated with the Annual Fire Inspection of businesses, churches, day care centers and schools to make sure compliance is adhere to and enforced in regards to Fire Safety Codes.  Additionally, Chief Halpin and I strongly encourage everyone in Taylor Mill to check there smoke detectors and replace the batteries.  In the event, you cannot afford a smoke detector please stop by the Fire Station, located at 5225 Taylor Mill Road, where our Fire Department Staff will be happy to provide you with one courtesy of the American Red Cross.  Chief Halpin will even personally assist in the installation of the unit and/or the replacement of the batteries for any Taylor Mill resident also free of charge.

The Taylor Mill Maintenance Department continues to get high marks for the job of snow removal.  I received several emails from citizens who are very appreciative of the work done by our Maintenance Technicians. The Taylor Mill Maintenance Department continued to provide great service to our residents during the recent snow emergencies even in light of salt shortages, and frequent snow falls.    Director of Maintenance Marc Roden and his crew of Jerry Jump, Tony Hoffman and Bill Luken deserve a great big round of applause for their work.  In addition Assistant Administrator Mike Robke and several fire department staff members provided great help by assisting the Maintenance Department during critical times keeping the city streets clear.  Taylor Mill has the best snow removal in the county.  Good Job Marc, our Maintenance Crew, and all our other Snow Removal Staff.

Enhancements to our website which will help you stay in touch and up to date on issues involving your local government is progressing and should be available soon.  Please sign up to receive news and information on our website at www.taylormillky.gov and/or connect with us on Facebook by searching City of Taylor Mill and selecting “like” this page.

Please also visit our web site regularly for any new information concerning your local government.  Anyone with any questions or concerns are encouraged to contact myself (dbell@taylormillky.gov) or any other elected official of the City of Taylor Mill, in addition, to our City Administrator Jill C. Bailey, at 859.581.3234.  We look forward to serving you!

Warmest Regards!

Daniel L. Bell, Mayor

City of Taylor Mill

